PUBLIC REMINDER


On September 9th, 2002, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Fitzgerald adopted an Animal Control ordinance.   The City Animal Control began enforcing the new restrictions contained within this ordinance on January 1st, 2003.  As a reminder to animal owners in our community, listed below is general information related to this ordinance:
· Animals that constitute a nuisance shall be impounded and taken to the Animal Shelter if the owner cannot be contacted at the time of the complaint.  If the owner can be contacted at the time of the complaint it will be the duty of the Animal Control Officer and/or a representative from the Animal Shelter to explain the nuisance and instruct the owner on how to solve the problem.

· It shall be unlawful for any person owning, having an interest in, or having the care, charge, control, or possession of any dog or cat, permitted or allowed, either willfully or through failure to exercise due care of control, to be, remain, go, or run upon public right-of-way, public streets, lanes, highways, roads, parks, or other public space, or any open lot of land in the city other than on the property of the animal’s owner, unless that dog is held firmly on a leash, not more than eight (8) feet in length, or the cat is firmly under the control of the person.

· The presence of any animal upon a public right-of-way, park, road, or other public space, or upon any open lot or land in the city other than on the property of the animal’s owner, without proper control as listed above, is hereby declared to be a nuisance and dangerous to the public health and safety.

· No dog shall be confined on the owner’s premises by a leash of less than ten (10) feet in length except by a leash which is a free running line.

· It shall be unlawful for an animal owner to walk an animal without a device with which to remove the animal’s waste and a container within which to place the animal waste.

· No person shall maim any animal without justification and necessity, nor cause any animal to suffer any cruel treatment, or to be subjected to any unnecessary pain or suffering, neither to suffer any unnecessary fright or to otherwise be subjected to any inhumane treatment.

· No person shall release or abandon any animal, either alive or dead, upon any public property or upon the property of any other person.

· No person who while operating any motor vehicle which has stricken or otherwise injured any domestic animal shall, following such incident, either fail to stop and rend assistance to such injured animal or promptly contact appropriate authorities relative thereto.

· It shall be unlawful for any person to procure, incite or cause a cock fight in the city.

· No person shall leave an animal in any unattended vehicle without adequate ventilation or in such a manner as to subject the animal to extreme temperatures which adversely affect the animal’s health or welfare.

· It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or allow a dog to fight another dog for sport or gaming purposes or to maintain or operate any event at which dogs are allowed or encouraged to fight one another.

· It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, or harbor any dog, cat or ferret which has not been vaccinated against rabies.

· Any person owning or having custody of a dog, except tourists or visitors whose visit is less than thirty (30) days within the City of Fitzgerald, shall apply for and obtain from the Animal Shelter a separate dog license for each dog they own, possess, keep, or harbor, after it is four (4) months old.

For questions or further information, please feel free to obtain a copy of this ordinance at the City Hall or contact Kathy Young at 426-5060.

Thank you.
